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House of Representatives Holds Livable Communities Hearings 

  

ON AUGUST 23rd, the House Financial Services Committee held a hearing on H.R. 4690, the
Livable Communities Act. Livable Communities Task Force (LCTF) member Ed Perlmutter,
author of the legislation, presided over the hearing, at which LCTF members Earl Blumenauer
and Albio Sires testified. Also testifying at the hearing were Bob Murphy, Mayor of the City of
Lakewood, Colorado; Andriana Abariotes, Executive Director of the Twin Cities Local Initiative
Support Corporation; Julia Gouge, President of the Board of County Commissioners of Carroll
County, Maryland, and Bruce Night, Planning Director for the City of Champaign, Illinois and
President of the American Planning Association. An archived webcast of the hearing can be
found on the Committee’s website . The witnesses spoke about the benefits
that the Livable Communities Act would provide to their communities.

  

ON SEPTEMBER 30TH, LCTF member Allyson Schwartz testified before the Water Resources
Subcommittee of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee about the importance of
using green infrastructure to help municipal governments implement cost-effective strategies to
mitigate stormwater runoff. Rep. Schwartz’s Green Communities Act (H.R. 2222) was one of the
hearing’s focuses.  An archived webcast of the hearing can be found on the 
Committee’s website
. Schwartz told the panel, “The Green Communities Act can better enable the dissemination of
information and training necessary to offer beneficial green alternatives to gray infrastructure to
address our nation’s water infrastructure deficiencies. This will yield multiple benefits –
improved water quality, a cleaner environment, and enhanced economic development.”
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http://blumenauer.congressnewsletter.net/mail/util.cfm?mailaction=clickthru&amp;gpiv=2100049522.143073.226&amp;gen=1&amp;mailing_linkid=6301
http://blumenauer.congressnewsletter.net/mail/util.cfm?mailaction=clickthru&amp;gpiv=2100049522.143073.226&amp;gen=1&amp;mailing_linkid=6302
http://financialservices.house.gov/Hearings/hearingDetails.aspx?NewsID=1359
http://transportation.house.gov/hearings/hearingDetail.aspx?NewsID=1304
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###

  

LCTF Members meet with Renowned Architect Jan Gehl

  

LCTF MEMBERS had the privilege of meeting with renowned Danish Architect Jan Gehl earlier
this month. Mr. Gehl was in town to promote his new book, “Cities for People,” in which he
highlights what makes a city work for the people in it, such as public spaces to walk, sit, bicycle,
gather, and socialize. Members were regaled with stories about biking in the Copenhagen
winter as well as advice on how to design communities at a scale that appeals to people rather
than just cars and buildings.

  

###

  

LCTF Activities Around the Country

  

ON SEPTEMBER 14th, LCTF Member Rep. Allyson Y. Schwartz gave the keynote address at
the Greater Valley Forge Transportation Management Association’s first annual sustainability
awards. The awards recognized outstanding achievements in implementing programs that
provide and promote commuting alternatives for employees and the community, thus reducing
congestion and improving air quality. Rep. Schwartz delivered remarks
on the importance of livable and sustainable development for the region.

  

ON SEPTEMBER 20th, LCTF Chairman Rep. Earl Blumenauer visited the district of LCTF
member Dina Titus to discuss livability and biking in Las Vegas. The two members participated
in a roundtable discussion at which 70 people, including elected officials, representatives from
water and energy utilities, transportation and planning officials, contractors, architects, builders,
educators, students, and environmental advocates joined together for a conversation entitled
“How to Renew and Rebuild Southern Nevada with an Emphasis on Sustainable Development.”
Topics covered included transportation planning, water resources, green building, and
renewable energy development. Later that afternoon, Reps. Titus and Blumenauer met with
cycling enthusiasts at Aspen Creek Cycling in Henderson. The group discussed ways to make
Las Vegas a better city for cyclists. Ideas included encouraging cycling as part of the Safe
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http://www.youtube.com/GVFTransportation#p/a/u/2/nRi-rMBb4EU
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Routes to Schools program, pursuing federal grants for multi-modal travel, including cycling
safety on the state’s driver test, and improving local bike facilities.

  

ON SEPTEMBER 27th, Blumenauer traveled to the Chicago district of LCTF’s newest member,
Jan Schakowsky, to talk about green jobs and livable communities. They held a forum at the
Metropolitan Planning Council offices with key leaders from local, state and federal
governments, environmental organizations, academic institutions, green and high tech
businesses, contractors, foundations and advocacy organizations. The discussion focused on
issues important to the Chicago region, including livable communities, transportation, water
infrastructure, planning, jobs, and housing.
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ON OCTOBER 2nd, Rep. Schwartz announced the completed restoration of a half-mile
segment of the Tacony Creek. The project, which was funded through the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act, will serve as a model for stream restoration in the region.  Over 10,000
native plants were used to restore the riparian buffers and stream banks.

  

###

  

Learn More

  

We appreciate your interest in LCTF’s work, and we will keep you informed of happenings both
on and off Capitol Hill. For more information, feel free to visit the LCTF website .

  

Sincerely,

  

Rep. Earl Blumenauer and Members of the Livable Community Task Force

  

livablecommunities@mail.house.gov  ∙ www.blumenauer.house.gov/livablecommunities

  

 

 4 / 4

http://blumenauer.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;task=view&amp;id=1553&amp;Itemid=167
http://blumenauer.congressnewsletter.net/mail/util.cfm?mailaction=clickthru&amp;gpiv=2100049522.143073.226&amp;gen=1&amp;mailing_linkid=6301
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